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It’s well known that, in sense of political science, no definite concept of nation 
existed in ancient China; there were only cosmological concept in the traditional 
Patriarchal System.The lack of concept of nation made the ancient governor always 
considered China as the Celestial Empire in the world in more than 2000 years’ feudal 
society.However, the Opium War broke out in 1840 awakened the fatuous Qing 
Dynasty and brought untold suffering and humiliation to Chinese people as well.In the 
critical juncture of life-and-death, Chinese people of insight began a vigorous 
movement of salvation; they hold the banner of patriotism, aimed at establishing an 
independent, autonomous, strong and prosperous modern nation-state. 
With the development of patriotic salvation movement, the concept of nation came 
into being gradually which laid a solid ideological foundation for founding a modern 
nation-state.  
Taking this historic turning point as watershed, this paper attempts to explore the 
background as well as the course of the formation of concept of nation which was 
originated from the traditional cosmological concept that considered family 
essentially the same as nation to the modern sense of concept of nation; thereby, this 
paper tries to explain the significant meaning and far-reaching effects the formation of 
concept of nation had on the construction of modern nation. This paper has three 
parts: 
Part 1：Mainly introduction on the origin of cosmological concept ;and on this 
basis, further analysis on the character of cosmological concept. The cosmological 
concept reflects on the relationship of citizens as HuaXia Centralism.The 
cosmological concept that viewed family essentially the same as nation had a 
dominant position in more than 2000 years’ feudal society. 
Part 2：Taking the Opium War as turning point and the salvation movement as 













the course of the formation of modern national concept which was originated from the 
cosmological concept. 
Part 3：Mainly introduction on the content and the character of Concept of nation , 
this part elucidated the effects of concept of nation, which originated from the 
cosmological concept, had on the construction of modern nation-state. The formation 
of modern concept of nation made concepts of freedom, democracy and equality 
deeply rooted in people’s mind, which in turn strengthened the Chinese citizens’ 
national identity and became the ideological pilot of constructing a modern nation. 
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